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| Vice-Can. Oxox. 


To HISs GRACE 


DUKE 
BEAUFORT. 
My Lok p, bog; 


HE following Diſcourſe, 
l which makes its appear- 

. ance in obedience to your 

GR acx's Command, and the requeſt 
of the Society, humbly waits upon 
your GR Ac E for the farther honour 
of your Patronage and Protection; 
without which I could have had no 
thoughts of offering to the World a 
Piece, wherein I have not been able 
to ſay any thing on the Subject either 
new, or that had not been better ſaid 


before. 
EP I beg 


I beg leave on this occafion to do 
my ſelf the honour of a publick ac- ſ — 
knowledgment of the many favours 
your GRACE has been pleaſed to 
confer upon me, and of declaring my M. 
ſelf, with the greateſt Duty, « 


Your GRACE's 


| moſt humble 
and moſt devoted 


Servant and Chaplain, 


TnoMAs PAYNE. 


PSALM LXVI. I, 2. 
Make a joyful noiſe unto God all ye 
Lands, " 


Sing forth the honour of his Name, 
make his praiſe glorious. 


HE Pſalmift here exhorts All Man- 
kind to the practice of an Univer- 


| ſal Duty; that of praiſing, and re- 
joyeing in God. Make a joyful noiſe 


unto God All ye Lande. And that, in a Manner 
ſaitable to the temper of a grateful Soul; -- of 
a Congregation of God's people, full of the 
ſenſe of his goodneſs to the children of men: 
-- A Manner, in which All might lawfully and 
commendably joyn; -- which all nations at that 
time did, and had of old made uſe of in their 
publick Worſhip ; -- and which (tho' ſoon after 
appointed with the utmoſt magnificence in that 
of the Jewiſb Temple) was never peculiarly ap- 
propriated, or confined to the religious Service 
of any. one People under heaven ; namely, with 
the help of Muffek : All ye lands or forth the 
honour of his Name; * vd4Aun, -- ng Pſalms 
of praiſe; which were always accompanied with 
the Pſaltery, or other Inſtrumental Muſick. And 
withal, a Manner not unworthy the — — 
chat High and Holy Name, whoſe praiſes t 
1 Sept. 
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14:1 
were to ſet forth: Whatever of this kind con- 
tributes to the greater Solemnity of Divine Ser. 
vice, the moſt harmonious ſtrains with which 
a joyful heart can be aſſiſted in expreſſing it 
ſelf, -- yea the whole Art of Melody judiciouſly 
adapted, -- all the Pomp of muſick properly 
diſpoſed, tending to make hu praiſe glorious. Si 
forth the honour of his name, mal his * 
to be 8 -- or moſt glorious; — exert your 
ſelves in celebrating together the praiſes of God 
ſplendidly and gloriouſly, — as ſome of the Com. 
mentators explain it;'and as our Tranſlation 
agreably renders it, -- make hs praiſe glorious. 

Ihe Praiſes of God are a noble exalted Sub- 


je, delightful in the contemplation, as joyous ſi 


in the practice, enlarging the heart. But I muſt 
wave the ſeparate conſideration of the Duty, 
the occaſion of this our Solemnity directing me 
to diſcourſe particularly of the Manner of ſet- 
ing forth the honour of his name, ſo ſtrongly 
recommended in my Text, . as to ſuffice not on- 
ly to our juſtification in the practice of it, and 
the conviction of gainſayers; but even to ren. 
der us the envy of all thoſe who are not bleſsd 
with an opportunity of joyning in this g/or:ow 
way of Worſhip. Make a joyful ne:ſe unto God al 
ye lands, fing forth the honour of hu name, ( ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt) make bus praiſe . och 
And having thus open d to you this ſhort, 
but fervent exhortation of the Sweet Singer of 
Iſrael, to the tuning of our hearts, our voices 
and our harps to the glory of God; the parti. 
culars herein ſuggeſted for our enlargement up 


1 Vid. Pol, Synop in loc. 


Ol 


397 
on will eaſily fall under one or other of the 


three following heads, which I ſhall treat of in 
this order: Endeavouring to ſhew 


I. Firſt, That Mufick duly regulated is, and 
has by all the world been allow'd to be, ſuit- 
able ro Religious Services; or a proper aſſiſtant 
in the publick Worſhip of God. Under which 
head I ſhall conſider it chiefly with reſpect to 
the Wor/ſbippers. 

II. Secondly, That it is (as it has likewiſe been 
univerſally eſteem d) not unworthy the Worſhip 
of the great God of all the Earth: -- That He 
himſelf has ſhewn his approbation of it; - par- 
| ticularly in its appointment for the more mag - 
nificent celebration of his praiſes under the 
Jewiſh Diſpenſation : -- That there can be no 
pretence of its being confined to that; -- and 
therefore by 

III. Thzrdly, That it will be graciouſly accept- 
ed ſtill, as a circumſtance befitting our Chriſtian 
Sacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving ; it _—_ 
neither inconſiſtent with the Purity of the mo 
Hiritual Worſksp, nor repugnant to the Simplici- 
ty of the Goſpel Service, thus to make God's 
praiſe glorzous. 


I. And Firſt, I am to ſhew that Muſick duly 
regulated is, and has by all the world been al- 
lowd to be, ſuitable to Religious Services. Un- 
der which head I propoſed to conſider it chiefly 
with reſpect to the Worſbippers. 

Theſe muſt be regarded as Men, and (in the 
caſe before us) particularly as a W | 
. o 


[ 4 ] 
of men, met together to offer up themſelves, 
their Souls and Bodies; -- to perform in the 
beſt manner they —— their bounden duty 
of worſhip and adoration to the great God of 
all the earth, their almighty and moſt merciful 
Father. And it ought not to be made a que- 
ſtion, whether frail duſt and aſhes, preſenting 
himſelf before the awful Majeſty of his great 
Creator, ſhould gladly make uſe of all proper 
aſſiſtances, for the diſpoſing of his heart to a 
ſuitable religious temper; -- for the raiſing of 
his ſoul to ſuch a pitch of devotion, as to ren- 
der it a facrifice acceptable, well-pleafing unto 
God. The contemplation of what we are in 
ourſelves, and what relation we ſtand in to our 
God; - the conſideration of our mamfold fins 
and infirmittes, -- our wants, ſpiritual and tem- 
poral, -- of our own impotence, andentire de- 
pendance upon God, -- of his unſpeakable boun- 
ty and loving-kindneſs to us, in our Creation, 
Preſervation, Redemption, and Sanctification, 
-- his giving us the daily bread both of our ſouls 
and bodies, -- the ſupport and comforts of this 
life, and the means of grace, and the hope of 
glory; - Theſe contemplatians (I ſay) are in- 
deed ſufficient Motives to the profoundeft hu- 
mility, and ſelf-abaſement in our Confeſſion of 
our own vileneſs; the greateſt earneſtneſs and 
fervency in our deprecation of evil; the ftrong- 
_ eſt faith, and fulleſt aſſurance in God, the giver 
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and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, recorded in 


SIR 

ſuitable devotion 'of heart in. every branch of 
our religious duty. Yet, fince the Body and 
Soul muſt act together, - fince in our preſent 
conſtitution they have undeniably an influence 
upon each other, - ſince the corruptible body 
aften preſſes down the ſoul, - and the fleſh, be 
the ſpirit ever ſo willing, is too frequently 
found weak, and unfit to attend it in its flight 
to the throne of grace; — ſince theſe things are 
ſo, -- be the Spiritual inducements to a proper 
demeanour in all our acts of Worſhip never ſo 
cogent, yet we may not diſdain the uſe of ſuch 
outward Senſible helps as the Author of our na- 
ture hath furniſh'd us withal, for the ſtilling of 
our turbulent paſſions, the compoſing and 
ſweetning of our ſpirits, — the — us from 
our ſluggiſh inattention, -- the exciting of our 
devotional affections, — and the better uniting 
us in the uſe of our publick Offices, and fram- 
ing us to one mind and temper, when we with 
one mouth addreſs ourſelves to God. And how 
happily, above all other outward means does 
Muſick ſerve to theſe noble ends! which has 
ever been allow'd to have the greateſt aſcen- 
dant over the Paſſions, ſo as to raiſe, or depreſs 
them, -- to change, or confirm them, -- and in 
a manner to appoint, and for a time reſtrain 
them to ſuch or ſuch a particular operation, 
ſuitable to the different gravity or vivacity, or 
other circumſtances of its Air and Movement, 
at the direction of the Compoſer. What an in- 
fluence then muſt it have, when duly regulated, 
and judiciouſſy adapted to thoſe exalted Pfalms, 


the 


[ 6 ] 
the Book of God, and dictated by his holy Spi- 
rit? when accommodated to the more diftins 
emphatical, and harmonious expreſſing of that 
divine Poeſy, which even to recite is Harmo- 
ny? - hen ſuitably joyn d, and becoming aſ- 
ſiſtant to the matter of our Song ſo ſublime, 
and fully fraught with the true ſpirit of devo- 
tion, as to give it all the advantage it 1s capa- 
ble of; its full ſcope of action in that ſphere (I 
do not ſay to which it ſhould. be entirely con- 
fined, but) in which, without controverſy, it 
exhibits its trueſt uſe, and diſplays its greateſt 
glory. Then it 1s, when we thus pour out our 

earts before God, whether in joy or heavineſs, 
in ſongs of thankſgiving or of lamentation, 
(for Muſick may be ſRited to every affection of 
a devout ſoul) that joyntly ſending up the in- 
cenſe of our prayers and praiſes, we become 
effectually Prieſts unto our God; and _— 
our ſpiritual ſtrength as One man, are in a diſ- 
poſition as it were to take heaven by violence; 
and may hope as Princes to have power with 
God, and to prevail. 

An attempt to account for the power of Mu- 
ſick over the paſſions, -- to explain the manner 
of its operation and influence, would prove lit- 
tle edifying, if * intelligible. But that 
ſuch a power it has, founded in the nature of 
ininges (unleſs hinder d by ſome natural defect 
in the Subject, ) has the teſtimony of all ages 
and nations, in their uſe of it upon that account, 
and eſpecially in their Religious Rites; as far 
back as we have any great light into them. 

The heathen world being unable to ſettle 


their 


11 


their diſputes relating to the firſt Inventor of 
Muſick, ſome of the wiſeſt of them concluded 
it an original gift from above, indulged to Man 
for that very end and purpoſe, to which all a- 

reed it was plainly conducive. And how fair- 
ly did they conjecture] ſince We who have an 
undoubted account of the date and invention 
of: Inſtrumental muſick, (and Vocal muſt cer- 
tainly be at leaſt coæval with that, in all like- 
lyhood prior to it ; -- we, I ſay) find it to be al- 
moſt as antient as the fix'd eſtabliſhment of 
publick Worſhip ; -- and need not ſcruple to 
call that the gift of God, which puts the ſoul 
in a proper poſture and diſpoſition for his Ser- 
vice; and a very early uſe of which was as an 
aſſiſtant therein. 7 

When all the children of 1frael ſang the Song 
of Moſes, upon the overthrow of Pharaoh and his 
hoſt, then Miriam the Propheteſs, with her 
Choir of women, anſwer d them, with Tim- 
brels in their hands, ſing ye to the Lord for he 
hath triumph d gloriouſly. And that inftrmen- 
tal muſick, which was reſtored and improved 
ſoon after the Flood, was made uſe of by the 
Heathen in their religions Services, 1s atteſted 
in the moſt antient accounts we have of things. 
Their Prieſts and Prieftefles adyanced their En- 
thuſiaſm by the uſe of Cymbals, and wrought 
themſelves up by this (among other means) to 
a violent emotion of mind which they believed 
to be prophetick, This indeed was no more 
than an heated imagination, quite let looſe 
from under the government of reaſon: But why 


1 Gen. 4.21. 2 Exod, 15. 2 20; it, 
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muſt with admiration confeſs the mighty power 
of harmony, and its excellent uſe in holy Of- 
fices. It was for this cauſe; without doubt, and 
for the greater Tg and ſolemnity of the di- 
vine Worſhip, that David (when be ſettled the 
Service of : 4 Sanctuary) placed the Singers in 
their order, and appointed them their turns and 
their parts: That he appointed alſo 3 Hm 
and Feduthun, with the reſt that were choſen, 
to give ve to the Lord with Ty 


- 


to | umpees, and 
with Cymbals, and with mufral Inſtruments of God: 
That Solomon, having built an habitation for the 
mighty God. of Jacob, introduced (in the moſt 
glorious manner) this uſeful and noble Choral 

| Srowee into his holy Temple :. And that it hath 
thence been received into the Church of Chriſt, 
as profitable where it may conveniently be had, 
tho not neceſſary; — greatly contributing do 
t Sam. —16.5, 1 Thron. 25.1; 2 2 King. 3.15. 3 rChron. 
16. 4, — 41, 42. 1 Bu 
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[9] * 
the raifing our devotion, and more eſpecially 
to the mutual communication therein by whole 
Aſſemblies, to their common edification ; the 

int at which we ſhou d aim in all our acts of 
publick worſhip, if we will believe the. © Apo- 
ſtle; and which cannot otherwiſe be attain to, 
than by the common uſe of ſome ſenſible ſigni- 
fications. | | | 

And this happy influence is ſurely allow'd to 
be the praiſe of Vocal, by thoſe who deny it to 
Iaftrumental muſick, or they wou d not them- 
ſelves make uſe of it in their religious aſſem- 
blies. But Vocal muſick does ſo manifeſtly re- 
ceive an additional advantage from Inſtrumen- 
tal, both as to its more lively effects upon the 
mind when thus aſſiſted; the improving the 
Tone, and heightning the moſt graceful Manner 
of the beſt voices, --and palliating the imperfe- 
ions of the worſt; - the directing, and pre- 
ſerving of the whole Choir in Time and Tune, 
and preventing of diſcord and confuſion in the 
Parts; that there is no tolerable reaſon con- 
ceiveable why they ſhou'd admit the former, and 
2 the art If they have ans, i 95 ca 
pet the Worſhip particularly, or the 0bjef of 
it, rather than che Waorſhippers, And therefore 
I proceed in tthnge * 

II. Second —. to ſhew, -- That Muſick, In- 
ſtrumental as well as Vocal, is (at it has Iike- 
wiſe been univerſally eſteem'd) not unworthy 
the Worſhip of the great God of all the Earth; 
-- that He himſelf hath ſhewn his approbation 
of it, - particularly in its appointment for the 


1 1Cor.10.26. 


more 
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more magnificent celebration of his praiſes un- 
der the Jewiſh ; - and that there can be no pre- 
tence of its having been confined to that Di: 
penſation. + 6 S2ieg 
And in this view, that is, with reſpect to the 
Objed᷑ of our Worſhip, what is there in the reaſon 
of things that ſhou d determine the uſe of In. 
Frumental muſick to be unſuitable to holy Of- 
ces? eſpecially if that of Vecal be allow d worthy, 
as the practice even of the Objectors confeſles 
it. Since, whatever influence the latter has up- 
on the affections, tending to promote devotion, 
and thereby to render our ſervice acceptable; 
the former muſt be allow d the ſame: Nay it 
cannot be denied that it greatly adds to thoſe 
advantages. There can (in my apprehenſion) 
be no more ſhadow of reaſon for a diſtinction 
here, than when conſider d with reſpect to the 
Worſhippers, For how that which is indifferent 
in itſelf, - which is aſſiſtant to the Voices, 
- which helps to exalt our devotional affections, 
-- and has not the leaft tendency to alienate 
them from the proper Object, ſnou d be un- 
pleaſing to God, or unworthy his Worſhip, is 
not eaſy to be conceived. I truſt we are not 
ſuſpected of entertaining any heatheniſh no- 
tions of pleafing the Deity, -- of imagining that 
He is to be charm'd with the noiſe, or affected 
with the harmony of Inſtruments! Twere bla. 
ſphemy to think Him to be of like paſſions with 
us; to be pleaſed or diſpleaſed Ihe the man- 
ner of men, with any Worſhip, or. Mode of 
Worſhip, whether with or without Muſick, Yet 
Rn 
| f wit 
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with truth affirm this or that to be pleaſing or 
unpleaſing in his fight. A true rational devo- 
tion is what we all juſtly agree is well-pleafing 
unto God ; and He hath himſelf frequently de- 
clared it ſo to be, and that he who thus offer- 
eth him praiſe * gloriſieth him. But how is this 
ſo? Is it that the Divine Being, -- He who IS 
THAT HE Is, receives indeed any acceſſion 
of glory or delight to his own intrinſick perfe- 
ion, by ought that we poor worms, or even 
the higheſt Seraphim can offer him? Or, that 
We, and the whole Creation do then only ſhew 
forth his honour and glory, by declaring HIM 
(to the utmoſt of our capacities) to BE THAT 
HE IS, when according to our ſeveral natures 
we fulfill our appointed courſes ; and Man par- 
ticularly, by exerting thoſe noble faculties with 
which He has endow d him, in the moſt ſolemn, 
grateful, and open acknowledgment of his di- 
vine excellencies. And if the uſe of Vocal mu- 
fick at all conduces to this end, and by aſſiſting 
the devotion of the Worſhippers, thus tends to 
the praiſe and glory of God, that is, to the 
better ſetting forth his praiſe and glory ; upon 
what pretence is Inſtrumental to be excluded the 
Divine Worſhip> We know very well that it is 
the Heart which God requires in all our Ser- 
vices; and that this may be offer d up to him 
with great deyotion, without Inſtrumental mu- 
fick. And may it not likewiſe be ſo without 
Vacal? yea without any Words at all? which are 
plainly not neceſſary to Worſhip, as Worſbip, 
tho they are ſo to the celebration of the Pub- 


1 Pal. 50. 15. 0 
| lick, 
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lick Worſhip. But tho an articulate expreſling | it i 
of the thoughts of our hearts be neceſſary to bil 
the carrying on of publick Worſhip, the pro- ſto 
ducing of our Words in any kind of muſical 
tunes is not ſo: Yet tis allow'd that Singing 
(which 1s indeed only a more harmonious man- 
ner of expreſſion) may be profitably uſed on 
this occaſion : I ſpeak in general, -- for I pre. th 
ſume none dare avow the abſurdity, that Pſalm: M PV 
and Hymns endited by a Prophetick Spirit, re. | lil 
ceive their fitneſs to be ſung from their being pl 
turn d into bad Metre ; or that nothing can 
be ſung with profit or acceptance in the Church, |y: 
but that which has no better authority for its | be 
uſe there than a bare connivance: And why iſ ot 
then may not our Singing likewiſe be innocent. iſ {e 
ly, yea commendably afſiſted, and made more l 
expreſſive, by a farther addition of harmony? i de 
Will it be ſaid that Inſtrumental muſick in holy i at 
Offices has been corrupted, and abuſed to ſu· 
perſtitious purpoſes? Let it be ſuppoſed. -- And 
what is there that is not capable of abufe? But 
is this any argument againſt that which is not 
corrupted, -- which is rightly uſed, -- and to a 
Foot end? We can ſcarce doubt but Muſick 
as been abuſed to ſuperſtitious purpoſes in all 
ages ſince its invention; and it moſt certainly 
was ſo by the Egyptians particularly in their ido- 
latrous Worſhip in Moſes s time: Yet He ſcru. 
pled not to uſe it in ſetting forth the praiſes of 
the True God. Nor did the Almighty: himſelt 
_ forbid the Iſraelites the uſe of this, which had 
no tendency to Idolatry, tho it had been made 
uſe of in a falſe and corrupt Worſhip ; but left 
OE _ i 
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it in its own native indifferency, when he pro- 
hibited them the retaining of many. other Cu- 
ſtoms of the Nations, which were in themſelves 
indifferent before ſuch prohibition. But is it 
only Iaſtramental muſick that has been abuſed 2 
Hath not Vocal likewiſe, — hath not the Voice 
itſelf, -- hath not the very Faculty of Speech at 
the ſame time been perverted to the ſame evil 
purpoſes? Muſt the uſe of it be therefore abo- 
liſhed? and when we come together in one 
place to offer up our joynt Sacrifice of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, mult it be a mental one on- 
ly, becauſe Words have upon theſe occaſions 
been ſometimes abuſed? There's an end then 
of all Publick Worthip; and, for ought 1 can 
ſee, of Private too: Since the Heart is not on- 
ly notoriouſly liable to corruption, but is in- 
deed the fountain from whence theſe external 
abuſes generally flow; and therefore even men- 
tal adoration muſt, for the ſame reaſon be laid 
aſide. But it will perhaps be farther inſiſted, 
that the Muſick which is ſometimes introduced 
into our Churches, has not in fact that good 
influence for which we contend ; - that its ad- 
mirers mnſt allow, they do not always find their 
devotion to be elevated by it; - that tis ſome- 
times ſo light and airy, as to have no pretence 
to a tendency that way; - that if it does not 
raiſe other unſuitable paſſions (which it is well 
known to be capable of) at leaſt, it too often 
diſturbs our thoughts, and takes them off from 
the ſolemn buſineſs we are about, only to at- 
tend to the harmony. But if ever this be the 
caſe, (as tis not impoſſible but it ſometimes 
1 | | may; 
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may; -- we hope it rarely happens;) the fault 
is perſonal, and not to be imputed to the Man- 
net of Worſhip: And at whoſe door ſoever it is 
found to lie, -- whether it be owing to the in- 
judiciouſneſs of the Compoſer or Performer, 
let it be amended. If the fault be the Le- 
vity of the muſick, it is neither fit to be play d 
nor ſung in the Houſe of God. We patronize 
no abuſes of a good thing, which may acciden- 
tally attend the uſe of it; but inſiſt (as before) 
that they are not a ſufficient reaſon for the lay- 
ing alide the thing itſelf. We are advocates 
for no muſick in the Church but ſuch as has an 
actual tendency to the rendring of our worſhip 
more acceptable, by exciting our devotional 
paſſions ; much leſs for any there, or elſewhere, 
that is made uſe of to ſtir up and inflame our 
irregular ones. And if the power of muſick to 
| Corrupt the imagination be allow'd, when dil- 
poſed after a particular manner for that pur- 
Poſe, as the ſuppoſition admits; can its influ- 
ence, under a proper regulation, towards the 
Improvement of it be controverted, -- or the 
conſequential good effects of ſuch influence in 
our publick Worſhip be denied? Is then Har- 
mony in the Houſe of God fit for nothing but 
ito ſet Heaven and Earth at variance? What- 
ever may have been the opinion, either in ſhew 
or reality, of a late ſucceſſion of pretenders to 
a more than ord'nary purity in their Worſhip ; 
the World has all along had a very different no- 
tion of this matter: And, was there no other 
argument, it might ſeem ſufficient to convince 
them of pride and prejudice, . that they — 
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their own in oppoſition to the common ſenſe 


of Mankind. 

The Chaldeans are mention d in Holy Scri- 
pture as skill d in muſick, and uſing all kinds of 
it on a ſolemn occaſion in their publick Wor- 
ſhip. They derived it from their Anceſtors, who 
(there can be little doubt) made uſe of it in the 
ſervice of Rehgion ſoon after the repeopling 
of the world after the Flood: Since the Hy- 

ans who were tranſplanted from that country 
not long after the diſperſion from Babylon, and 
(having made great improvements in the mu- 
ſick they had learnt from Ham and Mizraim) 
were ſo famous for it in the moſt early times we 
have an account of, as to give the Word * Mz- 


ſick itſelf to other Languages; yet applied it 


only to divine and noble ſubjects, making no 
other account of it, nor defiring farther know- 
ledge in it (if we may credit a good Hiſtorian) 
than ſeem d to them ſufficient to magnify their 
Gods, their Kings, and good Men. And that 
the Greeks, who brought their knowledge of 
muſick, with other Arts and Sciences, out of 
yt; -- and the Latint, to whom they tranſ- 
mitted it, did likewiſe uſe it to the ſame pur- 
poſes, (tho not to thoſe only) will I preſume be 
readily granted, and I may be ſpared quotations. 
But as their judgments with regard to its fitneſs 
will perhaps be objected to, more eſpecially its 
ſuitableneſs to the Service of the God whom 
ents Cee 
n 9 by the Reeds which grew 


in the Marſhes near Nu, of which at firſt they made their Trum- 


pets. See Bedford's Temple Muſick. p.11. from Kircher's Ædipus E- 
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they knew not; theſe teſtimonies of the pra- 
ice of Idolaters will, I expect, be little ac: 
counted of, Be it ſo; -- yet they will have all 
the weight that is attributed to them in this ar. 
gument, -- they will ſerve to the end for which 
they were produced; as they contribute towards 
ſhewing the concurrent ſenſe of all ages, na- 
tions, and religions on the point in queſtion, 
Let us then proceed to the judgment and pra- 
ctice of the True Worſhippers, and the appro- 
bation of the True God. Did not the Children 
of Jſrael make uſe of Mufick, Inſtrumental as well 
as Vocal, in their holy Offices, both in the Wil. 
derneſs, and in the Land of Canaan? Moſes who 
(as the * holy Scripture informs us) was learned 
in All the wiſdom of the Egyptians, cou d not be 
deficient in the skill of Muſick in which they ex- 
cell'd: and whether it was by His means com- 
municated to his brethren in Egypt, or they 
came to the knowledge of it from their Fathers, 
who might ſome of them have been inſtructed 
in it before the hand of Pharaob lay heavy upon 
them; we find that God had go ſooner exalted 
Him to be a Ruler over his people Iasi, and 
by his hand wrought a mighty redemption fot 
them out of the houſe of bondage, but they 
were able * joyn ITS _—_— ou that 
noble & bpraiſe whi com upon 
the rebar 4 25 and which (as — have be- 
fore _—_ _ ſang alternately in —_— 
aſſiſted with Muſical znſtruments, to the God © 
their Salvation. And did Moſes, (as well as Mi- 
riam, and the whole Congregation) He who 
1 Ads 7.22, 
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was ſo ſignally magnified of God, - on whom 
he had ſo lately inftamp'd his own Image and 
Character, by whom he had juſt wrought ſuch 
wonders and ſigns in the Land of Hypt and in 
the Red Sea; - did He likewiſe err in his judg- 
ment, and inſtead of offering up a ſuitable fa. 
crifice of praiſe and thankſgiving for ſo great 
a mercy, commit a groſs abomination in ſuffer- 
ing, and communicating in an unacceptable, 
carnal, mechanical way of Worſhip? It had not 
then ſurely been paſs'd over without an inſtant 
token of the divine diſpleaſure; nor he alone 
of all mankind ſo ſoon after had the ſpecial ho- 
nour of a free conyerſe with God, and of the 
Lord's * ſpeaking to him face to face, as a man 
ſpeaketh to his friend. When he was about to 
refign up his Charge, a little before his death 
and their entrance into the promiſed Land, he 
penn'd another * Song fot the uſe of the Iſrael- 
tet, forewarning them againſt Idolatry, and the 
heavy judgments which wou'd overtake them 
upon their reyolt from God their Saviour, who 
had done ſo great things for them.. Theſe two 
Jongs,- whatever uſe was made of them before 
the building of the Temple, 3 were afterwards 
a conſtant part of the Service therein. During 
the anſettled ſtate of their Church and Nation, 
it is not to be wonder d at if magnificence in 
the publick Worſhip was not ſo much conſulted 
as it afterwards was: Yet even then we find a 
whole + Company of Prophets prophecying, that 
is (in this place) ſinging hymns, with Inſtruments 
1 Exod. 23.11; 2 Dent. 34, — 3 Lightfoot vol. 1. p. 923. 
4 194, 10. 3, C. | 
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of Muſick playing before them; and Saul, upon 
his oO. tain over God's inheri. 
tance, directed to meet them, with an aſſurance 
that the Spirit of the Lord ſhou d then come 
upon Him, and he ſhou d prophecy with them, 
and ſhou'd be turned into another man. But as 
the times wou d permit, the Service of God waz 
better provided for. His Succeſſor was no ſoon- 
er eſtabliſh d in the Throne, than the man after 
God's own heart turn'd his thoughts to the ſet- 
tling of the divine Worſhip. His firſt care was 
the recovering of the Ark of God out of the 
enemies hands whereinto it had fallen, and 
pitching for it a Tent: He gather d all Iſraai 
together, and brought ĩt up to its place, play 
ing before the Lord on all manner of laſtrument: 
made of firre- wood, even on Harps, and on 
Pſalteries, and on Timbrelt, and on Cornets, and 
on - Cymbals, He offer d burnt-offerings, and 
peace-offerings before God, and inted a 
Choir of Levite with their Inſtruments to ſing 2 
Pſalm of thankſgiving, to miniſter before the 
Ark of the Lord, — 2 record, and to thank, 
and to praiſe the Lord God of Ia; and 
3 certain of the Prieſts alſo with T1 „ con- 
tinually before the Ark of the Covenant of 
God. Afterwards, + when the Lord had given 
him reſt from all his enemies round about, he 
judg d it highly becoming and expedient, to e- 
ſtabliſh the Service of God, as in the moſt exact 
order, ſo with the utmoſt imaginable pomp and 
magnificence. And tho the building of the 
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on Temple, which he had purpoſed to erect, was 
ti · by the Word of the Lord reſerved for his Son; 
ce yet proceeded he at an incredible expence, to 
ne ¶ make a moſt ample proviſion, not only for the 
m, Fabrick, but for the Worſhip therein. He com- 
poſed a great number of moſt admirable Pſalms 
and Spiritual Songs for the daily Service; and 
having ſettled the Courſes of thoſe who were 
to miniſter before the God of Iſrael, he appoint- 
ed four thouſand who praiſed the Lord with the 
Inſtruments, which I made (ſaid David) to praiſe 
therewith. Theſe with all the other things which 
he had dedicated, - the filver, and the gold, 
and the veſſels, and the * Inſtruments, we are 
told were accordingly brought into the Temple 
when fimſh'd, by Solomon his Son. And upon 
the Feaſt of the Dedication, when the Ark of 
the Covenant of the Lord was fix'd 1n his place, 
3 even under the wings of the Cherubims, the Prieſts 
vere no ſooner withdrawn from out of the Ho- 
ly Place, but the Whole in the moſt ſignal man- 
ner received the divine approbation. And it 
came to paſs, as the + Trumpeters and Singers were 
a one, to make one ſound to be heard in praiſing and 
thanking the Lord; and when they lift up their voice 
with the Trumpets and Cymbals, and inſtruments of 
muſick, and praiſed the Lord, — that then the houſe 
was filed with a Cloud, even the houſe of the Lord; 
ſo that the Prioſte could not ſtand to miniſter by rea- 
ſon of the Cloud ; for the Glory of the Lord bad filled 
the bouſe of Col. | 
And might we not now with ſome reaſon 
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hope that the mouth of all oppoſition ſhou d be 
ſtopp d, and the uſefulneſs and propriety of Jn. 
ſtrumental 1 11 in the publick Worſhip of God 
be allow d of all? In vain alaſs! -- We have ſtill 
it ſeems, been beating the air. All this can be 
admitted, and yet we are to acquieſce in it as a 
full anſwer, that tis in ſhort a 7emiſh Ceremony, 
and therefore abrogated now, and unlawful un- 
der the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. What! was that 
a peculiar Rite of the ewiſp Worſhip, which 
was in practice all the world over? -- Or did 
Moſes indulge the Iſraelites the ſole future ule 
of it, and yet not mention a word of it in the 
Law that he gave them? It was indeed after. 
wards appointed to adorn the Worſhip of God 
in the Temple; but did this confine it to that 
place? And did the Pſalmiſt call upon All na- 
tions to make God's praiſe glorious with it for 
the laſt time, -- to take their Leave of it, be- 
cauſe it was juſt about to be ſeparated for the 
Service of the Temple, and then none but 
muſt have the privilege of it? Now their Tem- 
ple is no more, 1s it for eyer unlawful to make 
uſe of that which was once appainted therein; 
tho' it be uſed upon account of its natural fit- 
neſs, and tendency to promote devotion, and 
without any religious regard to that appoint- 
ment? Do the Apoſtles argue thus, -- the thing 
was preſcribed in the Old Teſtament, and there: 
fore, and for no other reaſon, it is abrogated 
under the New? No, no. The ſame reaſons 
for which it was appointed heretofore, make it 
proper now. The Pſalmiſt ſtill calls upon Us, 
and All Lands, to'make the praiſe of God 7 

| gle- 


— 9 7 « 


[ zT ] 
glorious as commodiouſly we can: And Inftru- 
mental Muſick is commended to us, by being 
thought worthy to accompany, and bear a great 
part in the ſolemnity of the Temple-Worſhip, 
and yet remaining in its primitive indifference, 
to be made uſe of as to the Church-Governors 
ſhou'd appear moſt expedient, when that a 
pointment and the whole Jewiſh Polity was at 
an end. Tis true that when that which was per- 
fed was come, then that which was in part was 
to be done away: But Chnrch-Muſick was ne- 
yer a ſhadow or Type of any thing, unleſs of the 
harmony in the praiſes of the Church Trium- 
phant ; and therefore, if confider'd as ſuch, muſt 
continue to be uſed as long as the Church is 
Militant upon Earth. But I have not time to 
perſue this point; nor is there (I think) any 
farther need. St. Paul exhorts the * Epheſians, 
and to the ſame purpoſe the * colaſſiant, to ſpeak 
to themſelves, or to one another, (that is, al- 
ternately) in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual 
s, ſinging and making melody in their bearts to 
the Lord. And that they all did ſo in their re- 
ligious Meetings, from the very beginning of 
Chriſtianity, cannot be controverted, as long 


as Pliny's account of them in his Letter to the 


Emperor Trajan is preſerved. Yea tis confeſs d 
by an Oracle of the Objectors, Calvin himſelf, 
in his Comment on 1 Cr. 14.15. -- 1 doubt not 
(ſays he) but from the beginning they follow d the 
Jewiſb uſe in ſinging of Pſalms. Now one part of 
the Fewsſb uſe was (as we have ſeen) with the 


1 Eph. 5.19. 2 Col. 3. 16. 3 Nec vero mihi dubium eſt, 
quin ritum Judaicæ e ſtatim ab initio in Pſaimy fuerint imi- 
tati. Calv, Com. in 1 Cor. 14 11. àſ- 


E 
aſſiſtance of Inſtrumental Muck: And the Apo. 
ſtle's exhortation to the Singing of Pſalms, with. 
out any reſtriction, is a ſufficient authority for 
the following them in this particular, when the 
circumſtances of the Church will allow it. And 
if we have no certain account of the primitive 
Chriſtians making uſe of Inſtruments upon that 
occaſion, it will not follow trom the filence of 
the few Chriſtian Writers of the firſt Centuries, 
that they really uſed none. But if in fact they 
had not any, -- can we thence conclude that 
they rejected their uſe as unlawful? Will not 
the poverty, and other diſcouragements of their 
afflicted ſtate, which cannot be ſuppoſed wou d 
admit of magnificence in their Worſhip, offer 
us a better reaſon. for their diſuſe or want of 
that, which was afterwards taken up as ſoon as 
poſſible in a more proſperous one? And does 
not this event correſpond with repreſentation 
of the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, Rev. 14. 
2. and its thankfulneſs to God for its deliver- 
ance from perſecution, and the eſtabliſhment of 
its Worſhip by Conſtantzne, ſet forth by the voice 
of Harpers harping with their harps * Then it was 
that the Chriſtian Church by the bleſſing of 
God began to lift up its head: And it is a moſt 

probate argument that neceſſity and not choice 
had before withheld from it this help and orna- 
ment of religious Worſhip, that it no ſooner 
began to flouriſh than Inſtrumental muſick grew 
into uſe and eſteem, and was in that Century. 
(according to Authors of good credit) introdu- 
ced into the Cathedral Service; where it has 
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ever fince continued, to the Edification of the 
Church, and the Glory of God. 
And here we might well cloſe this head, but 
that the laſt mention d particular of Church 
hiſtory is not allow d to without oppoſi- 
tion. It has been inſiſted by ſome, that the uſe 
of Inſtraments was not ſo early in the Chriſtian 
Church, that it obtain d not till the Myſtery 
of Iniquity already work d, yea was far advan- 
ced, -- _ 1 it is indeed no * than a 
iece of Popiſh Superſtition. Now whether St. 
— * the . Century, intoduced In- 
ſtruments of Muſick into the publick Service in 
his Cathedral at Milan or not, (as it is upon rea- 
ſonable grounds thought he did) this uſe cou d 
ſcarce come much later into the Church; ſince 
both St. Bal, and St. * Chryſoſtom (who flouriſh'd 
in his time, and whoſe judgment and reaſon- 
ings were in high eſteem in the Church) ſpeak 
advantagiouſly of the uſe of it. But whenſoever 
it was introduced, there was neither Iniquity nor 
Myſtery in it: It was a natural help to devotion, 
greatly tending to edification ; and to whom- 
ſoever we are indebted for this advantage, it is 
to their honour ; and this their zeal of God ap- 
pears to have been according to knowledge, 
being juſtified by unexceptionable precedents, 
and undeniable authority. And I cannot but 
obſerve particularly, that tis not a little unac- 
eduntable that They ſhou d call it a piece of 
Popiſh Superſtition; fince in a paſſage of holy 
Writ which they themſelves apply to the Saints 
triumphing over that Soperſtition, -- * They that 
1 Vid. Beſ, Hom. in Pſal.z. 2 ch. in Pl.i5o. 3 re 
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had gotten” the victory over the Beaſt, and over hu 


Image, and over hu Mark, and over the number of 


by Name, are repreſented as having the Harps 
of God, and ſinging the Song of Moſes the Servant 
of God, and the Song of the Lamb. But every thing 
in Our Church againſt which they have taken up 
an unreaſonable prejudice, muſt immediately be 
ſtigmatized with the Mark of the Beaſt; Our Ce. 
remonies, our Veſtments, our Service, our Hie- 
rarchy, yea our Churches, muſt be all Popiſb: 
And is not Our and Their Bible Popyſb too? 
Vet it is boldly aſſerted that the Reformers 
in | capa were of their opinion. But can this 
poſſibly meet with any credit? Can they indeed 
rſwade themſelves of the truth of it? when 
tis notorious that not Our Church alone, but 
the generality of Proteſtant Churches abroad 
which are any where eſtabliſh'd, have made ule 
of Inſtrumental muſick ever ſince the Reforma- 
tion. Wou'd they immediately have done ſo, in 
direct oppoſition to their Reformers? -- or can 
they be ſuppoſed to have been ignorant of Their 
judgment? Luther never declared againſt the 
uſe, but the abuſe of Muſick and Organs, a- 
mang(t many other things in the Church which 
he thought wanted a Reformation : He declares 
that he meant not to aboliſh, but to purge the 
Order of Worſhip which then obtain d in the 
Roman Church: And in his Formula of Service 
for the Church of Wittenberg, where he very ju- 
diciouſſy orders the interſperſing of ſome Leſ- 
ſons, or portions of Scripture to be read, that 


they might not ſeem to run the whole Service 
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into meer ; yer in fact he allows more of 
t in his Communion Service than we make 
aſe of, provided (for the reaſon above) that 
what they ſung ſhou d be in the vulgar Tongue; 
and makes no exceptron particularly to lara. 
mental, but to an exreſ7 and abuſe of Muſick in 
neral, which as it tended not to edification, 
Far the contrary, he judg d fic to be corrected. 
But Calvins opinion is perhaps mote expreſs, 
and what our adverſaries had rather abide by. 
Well, -- even He, (tho his intemperate heat 
s | made him ſometimes inconſiſtent with himſelf) 
in his Comment on Ov. 3. 16. plainly allows the 
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and Spiritunl ate vi. that it is the nature of 


a Pſalm, that in hingin 
5 be j ad Wit the Voice : -- & c. And 


we have before taken notice of his declaration, 
that he donbted not but from the beginning 
the Chriſtians follow d the Fewſb uſe in finging 
of Pſalms. © Laney, a follower of his, gives us 
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Calviniſts, And indeed, except in this aur Iſland, 
there is ſcarce any where to be found, any con. 
ſiderable number of Chriſtians who do not agree 
with us ſo far, as to approve of the Organ in 
holy Offices, tho many be ſo unhappy as not to 
have it in their power. And if they thus miſtake 
their own Doctors, twou d be too much to ex- 
pect that Ours ſhou d be rightly underſtood, 
But ſurely it muſt be owing to ſomething more 
than a' bare miſtake, that in ſupport of their 
claim to the judgment of Our Reformers on this 
point, they ſhou'd confidently appeal to a paſ- 
ſage in one of our own Homilies, which (among 
hes things) is plainly directed againſt a former 
abuſe of Singing and playing upon the Organs; 
when, as it is too notorious to be denied that 
Organs were very much in uſe, even in our Pa. 
riſn Churches, when theſe Homilies were com- 
poſed, they cannot but ſee that they are includ- 
ed among thoſe things which in the very next 
ſentence are ſaid to be decently retain'd, and in 
our Churches comely practiced, as things that God 
was either honour d with, or his people edafied. 
By what has been deliver d, I truſt it is evident 
that our adverſaries in this point ſtand likewiſe 
in oppoſition to the univerſal judgment and ex- 
perience of mankind, atteſting the uſefulneſs 
and propriety of Inſtrumental as well as Vocal 
Auſiol in the divine Service, with regard both 
to the Worſkipper and the Worſbip itſelf; ſup- 
ported by the approbation and appointment of 
God in the Old Teſtament, and no where con- 
tradicted, but greatly countenanced in the New. 
And I may have leave to infer  —_. 
: Hom. of Place and Time of Prayer. Part. 2. III. 


pore 


nch III. Thirdly, -- That it will be graciouſly ac- 


On. 


cepted ſtill, as a circumſtance befitting our Chri- 


fan ſacrifice of praiſe and thankſgiving ; it be- 


ing neither inconſiſtent with the Purity of the 
moſt Spiritual Worſhip, nor repugnant to the 
Samplictty of the Goſpel Service thus to make 
God's praiſe glorious. | 8 
Theſe two particulars will (I think) comprize 
all that is at preſent needful to be farther urged 
in this argument. It were eaſy to expatiate up- 
on each, but the time wou'd fail: And after 
what has been already ſaid, I preſume it to be 
as little neceſſary as convenient to detain you 
long upon them, es 

The Chriſtian Worſhippers ceaſe not to be 
Men under the New Diſpenſation: The Chri- 
ſan. Worſhip (as was the Jewiſh) is that of an 
Aſſembly of Men in their mortal State, not that 
of glorified Saints: And the God of the Chri- 
ſtians is likewiſe the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, 
and of Jacob; the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
for ever. And as with reſpect to our ſelves, who 
carry about us the common frailties and infir- 
mities of. human nature, it muſt be granted 
that we are in no wile ſo angelick as to be above 
the want of thoſe outward helps to devotion, 
which have all along been found ſo efficacious 
therein; ſo with regard to our Worſhip, tho 
without all queſtion it ought to be as pure and 
Piritual as our preſent ſtate will admit of, yet 
neither ought nor can the Body be excluded a 
llare in the performance; nor does the God 
whom we adore, and who knows whereof we 
are made, expect from us the Worſhip of - 
ot gels. 
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gelt. And can it enter into any man's head, that 
a Worſhip. which is not performable without 
the Bedy, ſhou d be the leſs ſpiritual by the Be. 


ay's being ſuitably aſſiſted in the performance, 
-- when the reverſe is the truth? And indiſpo. 
ſedneſs of Body is a manifeſt let and impediment 
to true devotion of Spirit; and a main end of 
introducing 5 ſenſible help (the uſe of which 
we contend for) is, by removing ſuch impedi- 
ments to render our devotion the mare ſpiritual. 
And the Tree is known by its Fruits. A paral. 
lel has indeed been invidiouſly infinuated be- 
tween this, and ſome other outward pretended 
helps to devotion, which (it muſt be allow d 
tend to render a Worſhip carnal enough, and 
even materially idolatrous: But how unjuſtly! 
Is Church- Muſick liable to any of the objections 
which lie immoveably againſt the other? -- And 
for its efficacy in contributing to ſpiritualize 
our devotion, Let the World ſpeak. And they 
who. will reſolutely contradict univerſal expe- 
rience, mult go on to carp: at that as Carnal, 
which holy men of God heretofore made uſe of 
with effect to fit them for the Sirit of Prophecy. 
Still it is infiſted, that ſuch helps, regarding 
human infirmity, might formerly be allow d un- 
der a lefs ſpiritual Diſpenſutien, which are incon- 
ſiſtent now with the Purity of the Gael, under 
which our Saviour tells us, that the true wor- 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spree and 
in Truth. But —— — an _ * 
ſtrange a notion of the Siritualaeſ7 of the C 
ſian Religiop, as a talent for interpreting of 


[ 29 ] 
Scripture. Did not our Blefſed Lord himſelf 
after this communicate with al muſich 
in the Temple. Worſhip? And did he not for all 
that worſhip the Father in Sirisꝰ All true Wor- 
ſhip (be the Mode of it what it will) muſt be in 
t. But has Church-Mufick any thing to do 
with the diſputes either between Fews and Sa- 
maritans, or Jews and Chriſtians, relating either 
to the conſecration of Places for Publick Wor- 
ſhip; or the-obſervation of the Literal, and ſpi- 
ritual or myſſtical ſenſe of the Law of Moſes ? 
This 1s — wild! But ſurely this notion 
of a Hiruua Religion muſt carry them much 
farther in its conſequences than moſt of them 
deſign, or are aware of. For worſhip 1s. 
as expreſsly required under the Goſpel, as is 
of the Sers; they muſt indeed go together: 
And I fee not — Tat can ſubſiſt if all outward 
medes of worſhip be excluded; nor how any of 
2 can be admitted, if it be trye that all — 
are inconſiſtent with the — 
— of the chriſtiem Diſpenſation. So t 
ſtead of exalting, and doing honour to che — 
rity of our Religion; the refinements indeed 
tend to nothing but the utter extirpation of the 
 Goipel Worſhip, and 8 the true Spi- 
nt of it into ind and Enthafia | 
Surely muſt be fond of Singularity 
and ſition, who can content themſelves 
with fuch ſhadows of Objections, rather than 
fubmit to think with the reſt of mankind. 
But there remains One more, of the hke-na- 
ture, to be touch d upon; which is, - a pretend- 
ed repugnancy of a ſumptuous magnificence, and 
con- 


[30] 
conſequently of Inſtrumental muſick, in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, to the Simplicity ache Goſpel. 

This is founded (as I apprehend) upon a ge- 
neral miſconſtruction of the word Simplicity, as 
it occurs in the Ne Teſtament; and a miſap- 
plication of that to external circumſtances of Mor- 
hip, which was directed to the Hearts of Be. 
levers, for the regulating of their conduct in 
their ſeveral ſtations, to the credit and honour 
of the Vocation wherewith they were called. 
For the Simplicity which St. Paul recommends, 
and which was * 2 rejoycing that his converſa- 
— tion in the world had been FireRed by it, is in 
the next wordMxplaind by himſelf to be godly 
ſincerity, in oppoſition to fleſhly wiſdom: And the 
lame Simplicity in Chriſt from which in another 
place he was in fear leſt the minds of his Corin- 
thians ſhou'd be corrupted, is plainly oppoſed to 
Craft and Subtility; not to any Pomp or. Magnifi- 

1 cence of Worſhip. But if by the Goſpel — 
our Opponents will needs underſtand an homely 
plainneſs, and parſimony in things relating to the 
Service of God; let Gem produce their autho- 
rities, and ſhew us in what part of the Bible 
Magnificence and Sumptuouſneſs is declared, or 
even inſinuated to be unſuitable to the Worſhip foi 
of God. The Old Teſtament I preſume will © 
not be conſulted on this occafion, the whole I ni! 
ſtream running directly againſt them, But that I Pl 
will be ſaid to be out of the preſent queſtion, I L. 
which is concerning what is agreeable to the I H 
Simplicity of the Goſpel. Vea, but there are rea- tic 
ſonings in the du Teſtament which will for ever ch 


1 2Cor.1.1z. 2 2Cor. 11. 3. | 
hs hold 
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hold good, and which regard not any particu- 
lar Diſpenſation. David giving an account of 
the vaſt preparations he had made for the mag- 
nificence of the houſe of God, ſaith — De Pa- 
lace ij not for Man, but for the Lord God: And 
Solomon in like manner, when he was going to 
ſet about the work, --* The houſe (ſaith he) which 

I build, is great; for great j our God above all 
Gods. --We, and all the world are to 3 honour 
dhe Lord with our Subſtance as well as with our 
„Souls and Bodies; wherefore ſaid holy David 
Iwill not offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord 

1 I Cod, of that which doth coſt me nothing. And, 
the Lord is ſtill a Father, and a Maſter, and a 
r 
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great Mug, and buy name i dreadful among the Gen- 

tiles,, as well as Jews; where then ij hi honour, 
and hy fear? as he himſelf argues and expoſtu- 
» I lates in the firſt Chapter of the Prophet Mala- 
chi. Therefore if we offer him that which is 
dle and refuſe, ſhall it be accepted? Offer it Now 
' MW nnto thy Governor (faith he) will he be pleaſed with 
thee, or accept thy perſon > No, our reſpe& to 
earthly Superiors is to be expreſs'd in matters of 
e and ornament, according to our ability, 

by tokens ſuitable'to their dignity: When there- 
fore our reverence towards the moſt: high God 
is to be manifeſted to the world by ſenſible ſig- 
nifications of this kind, as is moſt befitting the 
Places where his Honour dwelleth ; and our 
Light in this reſpect is to ſhine before Men, to 
His Glory as well as our own mutual Edifica- 

a tion, as it becometh well the Congregations of 

che Saints: What degree of magniſicence in the 
I IChr, 29.1; 2 20hr. 2. 5. 3 Prov. 3. 9. 4 28am. 24. 24. 
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1 — which our r ſhall 
thin tent, or proper, -- what degree (I 
ſay) ſhort of the — that is ſuitable — 
ability which God hath given us, and conſiſtent 
with other Chriſtian duties incumbent on us, 
can ſufficiently declare that due {ſenſe we ought 
to have, of the infinite diftance between 
and aſhes and the great Creator; or worthily 
ſer forth the truly pious and honorable regards 
of the moſt grateful hearts towards Him in 
whom we live, and move, and have our Being? 
And is there any thing in the New Teſtament 
that ſuperſedes all prrmupoues modes or cirenmſtan- 
ces relating to the publick Worſhip, or that at all 
abates the force of this reaſoning under the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation Not the leaſt tittle. We 
have no direct rules there indeed concerning 
this matter: How can we expect there ſhou d 
be any, when the Chriſtians of thoſe days were 
not ſo much as allow d the publick exerciſe of 
their Worſhip? But Liberality, as well as De- 
cency in the ſervice of Religion, is frequently 
commended to us in that {acted Book. This 
indeed is to be eſtimated ag to the fl. 
bility of the Giver ; upon which ettount the 
poor Widow's Offering for the wics of the 
Temple, was eſteem d an heroick inſtanoe of 
.her zeal for God and his Worſhip ; and as fuch, 
had the higheſt encomium from our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf: Which may be allow'd not only 
a ſufficient excuſe for the want of m tence 
in the primitive, and in any branch of the Chri- 
tian Church in aſter- times, under the like cir» 

5 1 Lake 21. 2, , 4. 
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cumſtances of poverty and perſecution; but 
likewiſe an encouraging aſſurance, where there 
was firſt a willing mind, of the acceptance of 
their Services under the moſt Homely Roof, 
and deſtitute of ſuch outward tokens of reſpect 
and reverence to the Majeſty of Heaven, as He 
had not put into their power: But the unavoid- 
able plainneſs, or Simplicity (if that term be bet - 
ter liked) of their Worſhip, with regard to Ex- 
ternals, is far from being an argument (tho 
the only one our adverſaries can have recourſe 
to) that the Church of Chriſt in better Circum- 
ſtances ſhou'd take pattern by the Primitive in 
ths particular; or that the * of our 
Cathedral Service is in any ſenſe repugnant to 
the Simplicity of the Goſpel. | 

In this our Defence I hope we cannot poſſi- 
bly be miſunderſtood, as tho we thought Ma- 
„e whether Inſtrumental or Vocal in itſelf ac- 
ceptable to God, or an eſſential part or cir- 
cumſtance of his Worſhip. No, But we look 
upon it as a natural rape to devotion, and 
a decent ornament of the publick Service ; 
2 tending to the mutual benefit of a 
religious Aſſembly, with one accord preſent- 
ing their ſupplications and praiſes before the 
throne of grace, and ſuitably expreſſiye of 
the reverence and honour. they bear to that aw- 
ful Majeſty whoſe praiſe they joyntly endea- 
your to make glorious: - As ſuch, univerſally 
made uſe of; as ſuch, approved of by God 


parating to himſelf a peculiar peo- 
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And therefore, being neither in the nature of 
the thing unfit, nor at all prohibited, but ra. 
ther preatly countenanced under the Goſpel. 

Diſpenſation, we look upon it (I fay) as a thin 
fill profitable and lawful, but indifferent, and 
to be admitted under due regulations to attend 
the publick Worſhip, as to the Governors of 
the Church ſhall ſeem moſt expedient, and con- 
ducive to the Glory of God, and the Edifica- 
tion of his People; a direction to which noble 
ends will ſanctify this, and all other innocent 
circumſtances of our Worſhip. Indeed, with- 
out theſe pious aims and intentions, vain wou d 
our coming together be on theſe occafions; 
= our Muck wou d be but noiſe, and We out 
ſelves = we ſang with the 12 of Au. 
Ir) ſhou'd be but as ſounding braſr or tinklin 
Oymbat: ; no more in de fight of God than 
the very Inſtruments that accompany us. Fot 
tis neither the ſweeteſt harmony of Inſlrument. 
nor melody of Yoices ; neither the moſt perfed 
Maſter-pieces of Compoſition, nor the greateſt 
exactneſs or elegance of Performance; nor All 
together, (no, -- even though adapted and 
joyn d to the moſt fublime and drvine Matter 
of Hnyns and Spiritual Songs wherewith our Li 
targy abounds) that will amount to a true Chit: 
ſtian Sacrifice, unleſs (as the Apoſtle exhorts 
we fine with grace in our bearts to the Lord. But 
if theſe Externals are effectually directed to 
their true ends, -- the ſtirring up of this gra 
in our hearts, the improving, and uniting 8 
in a true ſpirit of deyotion, -- and eſpecially 
1 Ccl. 3. 16. F 
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of | (in conſequence of this) the promoting and 
ra (ablihing of a laſting . — God, and 
el. Love to the Souls of Men: Then will our Wor- 
no I ſhip be truly Chriſtian; -- then will the uniting 
of our threefold ſtrength on theſe Solemnities, 
nd to ſing luſtily unto God, be accepted as a labour 
of that proceedeth of love, and a commendable 
n. zeal to make hu praiſe glorious : And though we 
:2- ſing with the Tongues of Men, we ſhall in truth 
le communicate with the Saint. —_— yea 
nt and be joyn d in Conſort by a Chorr of Angeli, 
h- © evermore praiſing God, and ſaying, Holy, Ho- 
d , Holy Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth 
are full of thy Glory, Glory be to Thee, 0 Lord 
moſt Fiigh. 
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